EPISODES   OF   THE   GREAT   WAR         [1914

stonewalling against an antagonist slightly superior
in numbers. In Lorraine, Dubail and Castelnau held
firm against the Bavarians.

On the evening of 9th September, in a gale of
wind and rain, the right wing of the German armies
was in full retreat before Maunoury and French,
Foch and Franchet d'Esperey. On the llth the
Fifth Army was in Epernay ; on the 12th it was in
Rheims, while Foch entered Chalons. That same
day Langle had recovered Vitry-le-Frangois and
Revigny, and on the 13th the Imperial Crown
Prince had fallen back to Montfaucon before Sarrail,
who had now recovered his direct communications
with the capital. The Battle of the Marne was
over, and a new battle was beginning.

The First Battle of the Marne ranks by common
consent as the greatest, because the most significant,
contest of the war. In one sense it was not decisive ;
it did not destroy one of the combatant forces like
Jena, or make peace inevitable like Sadowa and
Solferino. The German losses were not overwhelm-
ing ; they kept their armies in being, and wore able
to make a masterly retirement. But it was decisive
in another sense; for it meant the defeat of the
first German plan of campaign, and it utterly trans-
formed the strategical situation. The avalanche
designed to crush French resistance in a month had
failed of its purpose. The " battle without a
morrow*5 had gone beyond hope; the battle had
been fought and the morrow was come. Thereafter
Germany was compelled to accept a slow war of
entrenchments which was repugnant to all her
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